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July Newsletter
Developmental Disability Services

Events at a Glance

Celebrate with Us!Celebrate with Us!Celebrate with Us!
07/03 - Services CLOSED for Independence Day

07/04 - Independence Day

HASTINGS:
07/14 - Sodbuster Agency Fair

GRAND ISLAND:
07/07 - Journey of Hope visits!
07/18 - Arc Disability Pride
Event

KEARNEY:
07/10 - Arc Disability Pride
Event
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Disability Pride is a movement that celebrates the unique identities,
strengths, and contributions of individuals with disabilities. It is a time
to recognize that disability is a natural and valuable part of human
diversity—something to be respected, embraced, and celebrated.

We are excited to host our second annual Celebrating Differences
event as part of Disability Pride! This event is an opportunity to come
together as a community to honor inclusion, promote understanding,
and recognize the 
incredible individuals 
we serve and support 
every day.

We hope you will join 
us as we celebrate 
differences, build 
community, and honor
the value each person 
brings.

What is Disability Pride? 

Join Us to Celebrate!

What is Disability Pride? 

Join Us to Celebrate!

To learn more about
Disability Pride
month, visit:

The Arc Website

https://thearc.org/blog/why-and-how-to-celebrate-disability-pride-month/




Important Changes Effective July 1, 2026 
CMS approved significant updates to Nebraska’s Comprehensive Developmental
Disabilities (CDD) and Developmental Disabilities Adult Day (DDAD) Waivers on June 26,
2026. These changes became effective July 1, 2026 and continue Nebraska’s
transformation toward person-centered, outcome-focused services. 

Consultative Assessment Sunset: The Consultative Assessment service has ended.
Assessment needs will transition to other pathways, including Medicaid State Plan
assessment services. 
InterRAI & Level of Care Updates: Refinements to interRAI assessment processes,
annual reassessments, and Level of Care determinations. 
Expanded Behavioral Support Expectations: Greater emphasis on Functional
Behavioral Assessments (FBAs), data-driven Behavior Support Plans (BSPs),
replacement skills, and positive supports. 
Person-Centered Planning: Continued transition to stronger person-centered
planning and documentation focused on individual goals, strengths, and outcomes. 
Residential Service Transformation: Nebraska’s new residential structure is now fully
implemented with alignment to Shared Living, Host Home, Continuous Home, and
related services. 
Compliance & Quality Updates: Clarifications 
to waiver language, annual review 
requirements, participant safeguards, and 
provider expectations. 

 
STAY ENGAGED 
DHHS Division of Developmental Disabilities 
continues to host provider webinars,
 stakeholder meetings, town halls, and public 
comment opportunities. Providers, individuals
receiving services, families, guardians, and 
advocates are encouraged to attend and
 remain engaged as implementation continues. 

Updated Policy Manual: Please see DHHS Website

Advocacy EffortsAdvocacy Efforts

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DD-Providers.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/HCBS-Stakeholder-Meetings.aspx


Resource Roundup

Employee Updates

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  T E A M !

D E P A R T U R E S

U P C O M I N G  T R A I N I N G S

07/09 - Med Aide Refresher
07/09 - Mandt (Initial and Refresher)
07/13 - CPR Refresher
07/15 - CPR Initial
07/16 - Med Aide Initial
07/20 - New Hire Orientation

Program Manager -
Grand Island

Tracy Karr - Hansen
(Contact Chelsie)

Program Manager -
Hastings
Dacia Wright

402-705-8269

Program Manager -
Kearney

Kim Anderson
308-830-2015

Shared Living
Manager

Vacant (Laura)
308-380-1071

Director
Laura Schenk

402-984-2566

Associate Director
Chelsie Blunt
402-831-7149

DDS Leadership

Elizabeth Cox - Hastings DSP

Michelle Rodriguez - Hastings DSP

Tracy Karr - Hansen - Grand Island
Program Manager

https://goodwillne.org/Join-Our-Mission/Careers
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