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— Impact Initiatives —

Interested in makmg a pusm\re 1mpact7

Join Our Join 0

. Adwsory Cummlttee- Human Legal Rights_

i Rewew Committee

Be a Voice

-2, 20~

Community Connections

n Building partnerships with other agencies, school systems, and community organizations. 8=

Let’s work together to provide wrap around support
for those in need of resources and services! ==

~ Ifyou know of an 1dea! location for these gmups clubs, or tlasses please tuntart :
-'i; \ the Associate Director—We would love'to build partrerships in our comm unityl




DDS Strong: A Day of
, and Celebration

In May, our DDS team came
together for an impactful day at our
annual retreat and awards
celebration. Hosted at the Kearney
Public Library, the day was
thoughtfully designed to bring our
team together for learning,
reflection, connection, and
recognition.

The retreat included:
e Team-building activities and
interactive games
Training and a guest speaker
session
Group discussions focused on
our future direction and goals

A strong emphasis on our shared
purpose: empowering individuals to
achieve meaningful, independent
lives through growth and skKill
development

It was a day centered on our
theme of “DDS Strong - One
Team. One Why. One Future”.




DDS Strong: A Day of Learning,
Connection, and

Celebrating Our Award Winners
We were proud to recognize staff
across our sites whose work truly
exemplifies our values and
strengthens our organization:
e Teamwork Award
o Grand Island: Shaelyn Larsen
o Hastings: Joslin McCoy
o Kearney: Brad Driml
o 9 = ¢ Quality Award
e TN i i o Grand Island: David Killion
4 ‘ s o Hastings: Courtney Thiel
o Kearney: Amy Jensen
e Impact Award
o Grand Island: BJ Cavitt
o Hastings: Melissa Ward

e i o Kearney: Jessica Rains

Greater ©“raska

e Pillar Award
'@ o Emma Meyer
o Lisa George

ia -
g Q We also celebrated Years of Service
milestones:
— e Brad Driml - 5 years
-" 'gqi"éir".ﬁ"i”é e Amanda Godding - 5 years
A e Kira Darling - 5 years
I Kﬁ o Chelsie Blunt - 10 years

e Joslin McCoy - 10 years

™

And Employee of the Quarter:
e Kurtis Gierhan - 2025




The retreat and awards served as a reminder of the strength of our team-not just in
what we accomplish, but in how we show up for one another every day.

Thank you to every member of our DDS team for your commitment, compassion, and
professionalism. The work you do makes a meaningful difference in the lives of the
individuals we support and in the communities we serve.

We are proud of everything you do and grateful to be part of such an incredible team.
Together, we are truly DDS Strong.




Celebrating Differences
Disability Pride 2026

The World Works Better With Us

HASTINGS ELKS CLUB
3050 E SOUTH ST

10AM to 2PM
July 21, 2026

10:00 am Welcome and Awards Ceremony

11:00 am - 1:00 pm Lunch Goodwill
11:00 am - 2:00 pm Games & Activity Stations ~ insustries of Graater Nebrasia, ine. I3

Please RSVP to Marketing@goodwillne.org or 308-267-4447 by Friday July 17



https://thearc.org/blog/why-and-how-to-celebrate-disability-pride-month/

Resource Roundup

Make a Difference with Goodwill!

e Q

Role Overview On-f_all _R_elaﬁon

Guide Medical Care Be Part of Our
& Provide Training On-Call Support Team

+" Collaborative Environment

+" Professional Development

Interested in Becoming a Nurse Consultant ?

54 Laura Schenk
B Email: Ischenk@goodwillne.org

+" Impactful & Rewarding Work

Contact Laura Schenk for More Information!

Support & Safety  Flexible & Rewarding

Join Our Team of
Contracted Nurses!

Employee Updates

% @9 WELCOME TO THE TEAM!

Work with Trained Competitive Pay Bre Bednarz - Grand Island DSP

Medication Aides & Monthly Invoicing

Grand Island DSP

DEPARTURES

Program Manager -

Grand Island
Vacant
(Contact Chelsie)

DDS Leadership

Associate Director Director
e Chelsie Blunt Laura Schenk
e  402-831-7149 o 402-984-2566
Program Manager - Program Manager -
Hastings Kearney
e Dacia Wright e Kim Anderson
e 402-705-8269 e 308-830-2015

Deanna Wintermute - Hastings &

Amanda Snell - Hastings DSP

Dawn Wright - Hastings DSP

Melissa Ward - Hastings DSP

Shared Living
Manager
¢ Vacant (Laura)
e 308-380-1071
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