
Autism Awareness Month! 
World Autism Day- 4/2
Participant Awards Luncheon
Easter - 4/20

Tours around the
Community
Movie theater time!
Fishing
Cooking Class

Upcoming events
 Hastings:
Volunteer @ Freedom Factory
Volunteer @ Crane Trust
Jenifers Farewell Party- 4/11
Meals on Wheels

April Activity/
Appreciation Days:

Grand Island:

Bingo 
Adaptive Art Class- Wed.
@ YMCA
 Visit Museums
Activities with Hanny
Arram Students

Kearney: 



AUTISM 
& A

SUCCESS STORY 

Caleb's primary diagnosis is Autism Spectrum
Disorder. He possesses remarkable talents in

various areas, particularly in playing video
games. In addition to this interest, he enjoys

hands-on activities, such as working on
welding projects at school, including creating a
vehicle creeper for mechanic work. Caleb has

also started exploring 3D printing at the library
after visiting with Goodwill. A few Christmases

ago, he received a 3D printer, which has
allowed him to undertake several projects. He

has even established a consignment
arrangement with Freedom Factory to sell his
creations. Furthermore, Caleb is eager to learn

about kinetic energy and engage in origami.



                                 Celebrating Autism Acceptance Month
Charles:
       Celebrate Charles this Autism Acceptance Month! 🎨 Charles is incredibly
artistic and amazing! 🌟 His creativity knows no bounds.
#AutismAcceptanceMonth 

Andrew:
       Meet Andrew, who embodies curiosity and intelligence! 🧠 Andrew never
shies away from asking questions and completing research to satiate his
curiosity, then shares his newfound knowledge with others.
#AutismAcceptanceMonth 

Tristen:
       Introducing Tristen, our weather and fire truck enthusiast! 🌩️🚒 Tristen
has an   incredible knowledge of fire trucks, weather safety, and predicting
storms. #AutismAcceptanceMonth 

Stephen:
       Spotlight on Stephen, our movie aficionado! 🎥 Stephen’s knowledge of
old movies is truly remarkable. He can tell you everything about the classics.
#AutismAcceptanceMonth
 
Megan:
       Say hello to Megan, who loves spreading joy! 😆 Megan has a knack for
making people laugh and isn’t afraid to speak her mind.
#AutismAcceptanceMonth 

Website for Autism Acceptance Month Infographics and resources:

         https://autismsociety.org/autismis/







Although Goodwill
assists with monitoring

certifications and
licenses, it is YOUR

responsibility to
ensure you attend a
training in the time
scheduled before

providing supports
alone and in time so
yours remains valid.

Inability to attend may
impact employment

and/ or contract.

If you would like more
information regarding
these trainings, please

notify your local
program manager.

Public comment page to get the
heading with the information and
hyperlink on where they have to

register for sessions if they want to
listen to the changes; the bottom has
the link to actually submit comments:

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/DD-Public-
Comment.aspx

Sessions to support families can be
registered at: 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/pages/develo
pmental-disabilities.aspx



GRAND ISLAND
1804 South Eddy Street

PO Box 1863
Grand Island, NE 68801

Phone: 308.384.7896
Fax: 308.384.9231

Program Manager:
Pam Buckles

Shared LivingManager
Tia Hayman

HASTINGS
835 South Burlingron

Plaza
Suite: 110,112

Hastings, NE 68901

Phone: 402.463.1467
Fax: 402.463.1445

Program Manager:
Jenifer Phinney

Shared Living Manager:
Tia Hayman

KEARNEY
4009 6th Avenure

Suite: 37, 45
Kearney, NE 68845-2386

Phone: 308.455.1400
Fax: 308.455.1402

Program Manager:
Kim Anderson

Shared Living Manager:
Tia Hayman



Public Comment Period for Amendments
Pursuant to 42 C.F.R. §441.304(f), the Nebraska Department of

Health and Human Services (DHHS) is required to give public notice
related to the state's plan to amend the 1915(c) Medicaid Home and
Community Based Services (HCBS) Comprehensive Developmental
Disabilities Services (NE.4154), the Developmental Disabilities Day

Services Waiver for Adults (NE.0394), Family Support (NE 2366)
and the Aged and Adult and Children with Disabilities (NE.0187)
waivers. The 30-day public comment period is from January 13,

2025, through February 13, 2025. 
Upon approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS), these waiver amendments would go into effect July 1, 2025.








